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The National Church of Sweden. By John Wordsworth, D.D., 
Bishop of Salisbury. [The Hale Lectures, 1910.] (London: 
A. R. Mowbray and Company, Ltd. ; Milwaukee : The Young 
Churchman Company. 191 1. Pp. xix, 459.) 

This volume has been written " to promote brotherly intercourse 
between the Anglican communion and the Swedish Church ". Its aim 
is to communicate to the English-speaking public such information con- 
cerning the ecclesiastical and religious life of Sweden as may lead to 
a higher appreciation of its history and people. It closes with the 
suggestion of an ultimate " alliance between the [estimated] thirty-two 
millions of Anglicans and the [estimated] seventy millions of Luth- 
erans " (p. 441). 

For this purpose the venerable Bishop of Salisbury has applied him- 
self to the study of a large array of sources in the Swedish, as well as 
in translations, and offers bibliographical lists and references of im- 
portance. Within the few months limited for the preparation of these 
lectures, the scheme which he prepared for his work was too extensive, 
and as the result we find a mass of material industriously compiled with- 
out being well digested. If less time had been devoted to the geography, 
topography, and antiquities of the land, as well as to such mere episodes 
as the careers of Birgitta and Swedenburg, the studies bearing on the 
main object of the book could have been more extensive and thorough. 

The plan throughout is to bring into prominence all points of agree- 
ment and resemblance between the Swedish and the English churches. 
In doing this the author has not overlooked the close connection between 
the Swedish and the German Reformation, or ignored the fact that the 
Swedish, while an episcopal, is none the less a Lutheran church. We 
miss, however, sufficient traces of acquaintance with the history and 
contemporary literature of the German Reformation, to assure results 
of permanent value. We may instance the author's almost complete 
dependence upon the English translation of Dorner's History of Protes- 
tant Theology for his knowledge of the latter half of the sixteenth 
century in Germany. Another example is his recognition of the services 
of Hase in " having conveniently printed in one volume " the Lutheran 
Confessions (p. 304) — an act first done officially when the Book of 
Concord was promulgated, more than 250 years before the edition of 
Hase, which is now antiquated, that of J. T. Miiller (tenth edition, 1907) 
being the standard text for modern scholars. If the author had been 
at home in the Reformation literature of the Continent, he would 
probably have traced the connection between the extract which he quotes 
at length (pp. 232 ff.) from the Directory of Public Worship of 1571, 
on the office of bishop, and Melanchthon's treatment of the same sub- 
ject in the Appendix to the Schmalkald Articles of 1537. Nor is the 
study of either the Swedish or the English orders, and especially their 
resemblances, complete without the recognition of how much both are 
dependent upon what had been previously accomplished in the same 
direction in Germany. 
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As these lectures were delivered in Chicago, much attention is given 
to the history of the Swedish emigration to America, the ecclesiastical re- 
lations of the Swedish immigrants, and the growth and present condi- 
tion of the influential Swedish Augustana Synod of the Lutheran 
Church, with its more than 160,000 communicant members, whose central 
institution at Rock Island Bishop Wordsworth visited. There is how- 
ever no allusion, save in the index, to the distinguished Rt. Rev. K. G. 
H. von Scheele, the bishop of Visby, whose three visits to this country 
as the official representative of the king and church of Sweden have 
exerted the greatest influence in maintaining and strengthening the bond 
between the mother church and her American daughter, and whose last 
visit, in company with the learned Rector Magnificus of Upsala, Pro- 
fessor Schiick, whose name appears frequently in this book, preceded 
that of the Bishop of Salisbury only by about three months ; and on re- 
ferring to the page indicated, the only Scheele mentioned there (p. 327) 
is the chemist of the eighteenth century of the same name. 

Notwithstanding the dedication of the book, by permission, to the 
Crown Princess of Sweden, and the reading of the proofs by several 
prominent Swedish ecclesiastics, it leaves the impression of being made 
from the outside, instead of being a growth from within. No one can 
charge the author with conscious unfairness. His amiability and ear- 
nestness are attractive. But with all this the value of these lectures is 
only as an incentive and suggestion of an interesting and fruitful field 
that in the English language awaits an historian who can cultivate it 
with more scientific methods. 

Henry Eyster Jacobs. 

The King's Customs: an Account of Maritime Revenue and Contra- 
band Traffic in England, Scotland, and Ireland, from the Earliest 
Times to the Year 1800. In two volumes. By Henry Atton 
and Henry Hurst Holland, with a Preface by F. S. Parry, 
C.B., Deputy-Chairman of the Board of Customs. (New York: 
E. P. Dutton and Company. 1908, 1910. Pp. xv, 489 ; xii, 506.) 
These two thick volumes, " a popular history of the Customs ", as 
they are called in the preface, are a curious combination of technical 
information and enlivening gossip. The authors are members of the 
staff of the English Customs Office, so that all that pertains to the internal 
history of that department of the government has an interest to them 
that is easily communicable to their readers. " The Customs ", however, 
has a wider meaning, and its history includes an account of all the 
devices adopted by the crown for securing money from merchants ex- 
porting or importing goods, and the means of carrying out those devices 
and preventing their nullification by schemers of various kinds. 
Although the work purports to extend from the earliest times to the 
present, it is devoted principally to the period since the Restoration of 
1660. All the previous centuries are described in 100 pages of the first 



